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Prepared for the

PORT DOVER ENHANCEMENT ASSOCIATION
By the University of Guelph "School of Environmental Design". These six ConceptiPlans are a product of a Community Visioning project.
Fifty Four 4th year students came to Port Dover on two occasions and engaged
citizens to explore ideas for conceptual designs for our town. On Nov. 11 they
presented their ideas for the development of heritage, cultural, recreational,
residentiai and business opportunities. This was within the broader context ofenhancing the quality of life for all citizens.
It is interesting to note that many of their ideas although anchored in Port Dover havebenefits for our larger Norfolk community.
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The spirit of Port Dover
is unique and vibrant
but is encumbered by
its current design. By
tuning its existing
physical structures to
harmonize heritage
and natural features,
Port Dover's identity
will be represented
and reinforced.
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Publicty-owned spaces provide central locations for activity, ranging from community
celebrations to fundraising events, political gatherings, children's programs and farmers'

.Squares arc modpf examples of publit: spficcs that henc'tit communitjos. tii addition to giving a city its own distinct character, an actiVL*
public square proinotcs ccanomjc vitality, Residcntii, vi-iitfirs ;ind tourists who frcqiicnt these gattienng places also spend time1 at rostaiirants, rctait shops
iindgalierios.

Mixed-use development limits dependency on automobile use and guarantees customers for businesses. This
?unini}[)Mi-ticc>tiifow,lh<:.'t)(:'vt;!li)pm<:intofinoretlianoneiyp(>ofh(iil(.linqor<'t.>tofbiiilrfing<. in ,-i specific drod. horoxainplo resKiential unit's can he situated in tlic second iind third
'.t.orip.s nfcominert.ldl huildinqs,

Historical buildings and publicspacesprovideastrong sense of place; their beauty and scale inspire andconnect people to the past while helping tO Shape the future. Protection of hentago.hl.ttoiy.ch.iraacrandindivldu.llity Is Integialto
iininunityidc'iilitVtiiiri provides a toiindarioiiiindrijrw.tion for orowlh,

>oac:€^s
Spaces with greater adaptability serve the needs of more people and increase function, in order to accommodate a widi
variety of iK.rivitlcs and cun-iotvc ^M'P. it (.s iioces.snry to develop iirfas thiit cnn .servo as multipui pose venue!,.

With revitalization, community pride is bolstered, aesthetic
surr

become better unified as historic identity infuses community character.
Visiidl im()rovenients of iieylected areas have extensive consequtinccii. Immediate impact includes growth in tourism
and comnitirco, but a more Important, and perhaps less apparent, outcome is w\ Increased quality of life.

Historical
Gro^A/th
The community of Port
Dover has qrow/n from the
natural harbour area v>/hich
has provided the basic
necessities for industry and
expansion.

"1

y »

LL-..

1

-.::^
^•-5,]CrQ

JL I^, 1Q X- J .cWf\ /><? ^
^

a^ G;--^
»-a C^r

•:!•

^^^ Rjc Q .•? u^ /\

0 \
r-'<^'

••^^"0 .:1S)' >. ^ ^r
\.

y-~.< T'f
\

^ ^'")•

0 Xi\-1

au,1~^'z-^ £::'.v.
^HTT^;'.Ln •;;

^.fa> *'

JL

^

^ r1

Why Just the Harbour District? 'A
/,(.:t-tpiuriiit) th«." itiiif/iuc* s(.lnso tif pt.-icn i.s fiit'Kl<it-riftnl<)l 111 the <.l(.'si(jn oftiny corninLinity

t-itojec.t. Ttic-* ITIOST: rn;i<jritfK:tliit rincl brilliriiit t.oiiiuniiiiilies hdvt; succ.-c'edfc'cl bt?t.:<ii)s<*
l;hey not ofily ret1ec:t, t.till i<linf<jr<:o, t.h*:> s[»iril: <if><l iiiit:htL'iil;i<:il.v ut'th<;!ir l(ic:iii;ion.
l-'t.x'l: l^over is stf*(*pc-<1 hi uiiiqiK* liorit.iqc .•t»ci t-nitiitloi) .ind tliu.'s h.is thi'
t(>uiid..it:ioii;>l tcsoiiico.s to bf^t:omf ;i ^<.ilrleii itir(*.-i(l in th<;1 lcindsc'ape fabrlt.:
of Ontario. By f-ociislng iitff'ntion on n pt*v\/fi*rful idflntily th;it has rjiawn
in its t-ltU-boi.tt llisi.rict, wp s*?ff it nfi'Ct^.ss.irv t:<'* ttu *<;(*( il.r.ito attltf.' snnie
|>laco whc>rt:* Porl I lover dud its bR<jtniiln<)S. I lie Harbour l^ii.tiict;
has iind will t'ttriliiujf^ to fiinctit^n n.s l.hc- (.;iit;ilvst t<*r-l-hc- enl.ire
<,oitiniiiriity'*> i^vitnli^^titji) its social cl-i^i ,i(-tcr, 0(t>nory>ir.
(levelapnieiit: .iriti ti.itiir*? f)r(,ivk/t-li,
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Urban centers represent many different layers of
information at varying scales, iimpedesiriannoiwork of
Part Dover has spvcral attriict-ivp intersef.tioii'i that prespnt c-omplinient-tity
views of (IIP Hiirlitnir pistrict. Tlip vehicular iielwork hi.is a d()inin;itin<j
[jrfSt'iK.f.'nnd ha.s lietMi ii (irfrnaryhxiis. 'Ihf 1.1 ir rent hLiiltfnrrTi
,iii(< stiitctiircs iiry inter'ipetsyd with vuld<i dnd gaps whort;
buitdir.tj-i usril lu be .ird tluis nfcd rc'vi.siDi).
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Examining the Harbour District's networks it
was evident that some programming
techniques could be used to modify them
and guide them to achieve the communities ;

IS. Incrffflsiny the opportunity for pedestri
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The primary goal ofourcona'pt is to .•showcase the rich and complex identity
that Port Dover ha-s cultivated. To ddiievu this vision we liave propo.'ied several key
features that adhere to the giiiding principles oiitlined. Our first qoal was to increase piiblir
iicc'oss by iiv roa.sintj p<lde.st:rifin oriented sprtccs. Alonq th(:t intornal watcrfront, beginning at the
Misnrr fish processing plant, we propos<? <i promrnade consisting ofthrmed built form, a
wooden boardwalk, and intrgratcd planters with scatiiig. Spcond was to create unique central
spaces that were adaptable and could satisfy the net'ds nt various stakeholders. These spaces
would be created by new sets of buildings that would fill existing voids and gaps created by
vacant lots. Directing focus woiild be feature iiodes or signifk.irrt dcstlniitiuns that would draw
users from one area to another such as the:beach green space/boardwalk, amphitheatRr,
promenade, musyum park space and main street pedestrian entrance. The vacancy of the
Misnerproce'ssing plant presented .significiinl: opportunity for tht; development of office, studio,
Cjallery, and businf.ss space. ID sumrnary wf wanted to expose Port Dover's heritage through tlif
retention of the cxistiiicj built fonn and tho dovrlopmcnt of new and focused amenities that
relay the true spirit and lcgdcy of tlie commuiiity. ^
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Natural nici rials, such ds naUvd timber

dnd stoiie, are suyye.sted t<jr constructinn
tu fully cunimuniciite the Impression
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tliufunctionflfity of the harbour district,
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community by working to resolve current physical, social and economic issues. In
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opinions and desires,
t Dover was being diluted and neededPort Dover was being diluted and needed strengthening. Thus we developed a framework of guiding

principles to direct our concept and desicin, and chose to refocus on the Harbour District - the place where'
Port Dover started and where it can start agam. Potential projects include the Misner building retrofit, the

waterfront pedestrian promenade, civic central square, community amphitheatre, and beach green space andboardwalk. These focal points, alongside existing and new built form, will anchor the identity and integrity of Port Doverby fusing heritage style with new urban principles. By identifying the Harbour District as the key to Port Dover's identityand developing a plan that will initiate its exposure through aesthetic and functional means, we
that speaks true to'the potential that Port Dover has.
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Imagine a place biistling -with people who are greeting each other, buying, selling, and exchanging ideas; a place that provides
positive visiial quality and enhances the overall beaiity of the commimity as well as the economic vitality of its businesses. ^
No-w, imagine Port Dover as this PLACE where residents and visitors greet and celebrate a rich, vibrant and nautical heritage. II

This will be achieved by:
Enhancing Port Dover's distinct seiise nf place and cliaracter
Developing continuity of positive visual quality that enhances (lie town's overall beauty
Providing a well stnictiu'ed and safe network of vehicular aiid pedestrian-oriented routes
for easier iiavigation
Encouraging inixcd-use design aiicl providiiig a diversity of spaces
Respecting the goals, views and expectatioiis of the Port Dover community

A PIACE TO CAI,!, HOME
PRINCIPLES OF COMMUNITY DESIGN

Pedestrian Accessibility Cohesion
Streets account for as much as a third of the land in .1 cily, and historically, they sen'ed

as public spaces for social and economie exchangt's. In Port Dover, pctlcstrian circulation is
unstructured, with intermittent sidewalks along streets and underdeveloped pathways. The
redevelopnieiit of Port Dover must foster a fully dweloped pcdestriaii system. Sidewalks and
pathways need to be enliaiiced witli street funiilure and landscape/art projects in order to provide
a variety of experiences throughout the (icdestrian corridor. The system needs to include places
to paiise, rest and watch the activities of the street. Pedestrian-ivaysi should connect buildings and
activity areas, but also provide information, orient the pedestrian, ensure safe and secure space and
allow tor universal uccessibility.

Coiistraints in pedestrian access:
Poorly maiiitaincd materials
Lack of marked pedestrian access and dircctiimality

• Poor quality of experience
Pedestrian access is unstructured

In order to achieve a pedestrian oriented conmiuiiity the design must:
Strengthen the links to the various districts of Port Dover througl). signage, well structured
paths and crentiiig distinct regioiis ofctiiiractCT
Provide 'inarked' pedestrian crossings in decorative and distinct fonns
Knhance the pedestrian expcriciice through widening ol'sidenalks. enhanced landscaping, and
iian'owcr roadways where feasible.

Navigation/ Wayfinding

The key to the comfort of navigating Port Dover is the feeling of knowing where you are,
and the relationship of the place you are occiipying to landmarks or orienting features. The visual
connection of the user to liis/her surroundings can be as important as a physical connection ill
developing a welcome and comfortable ambience within the (own. Desigiis should include, and
blend, visual and physical connections between pedestrian spaces, geographic ;nid landscape y
features which eiicourage eiisy aiitl inviting muveincnt between adjoiiiing spaces.
Constraints in navigatioii:

Lack ofdirectiunal siynage
• Poorly designed landmarks

Unstructured spaces and districts

In order to acliieve a town with easier navigation (lie design must:
Feature appropriately scaled signagc for vehicles and petleslrians ami
orient user within the town of Port Dover
Signs must inark walking routes and show direction and distance tinie to
landmarks

Illustrate access to: [loints of interest, uonimunity services, public buildings,
trails aiid pnrks and commercial centers

• Beginiiing or end of districts need to be emphasized

Placemaking and Districts/Neighborhoods:

The town of Port Dover currently has little identity as a place. Within the (own
there arc several 'districts' defined by building groupings, land uses. topography,
landscape elements and major intersecting streets. The dcvelopnient uiid
enhancement ot'thesi; districts promotes ricliness and diversity, helps to give
identity to place within the larger context of Port Dover and helps to define
circulation. Clear distinctions of these districts and their uses will provide
nclier opportunity for both motorists and pedestrians to enjoy (lie unique
charauteristics of each area.

Constraints in ptiii.'cmaking and districts/neigliborhoods:
* Districts-neighborhaods lack clear and tbcuscd (Kfinition and

identity
Enirancus to Pon Dover are poorly marked and defined, thux
inaking it less inviting and tantalizing

In order to achieve distinctness in neiyhborhooils aiid district!, a
design inust:

Create active aiid lively streets
EnctHiraye diviirsi; architecture that will changi; with tlic
evolving style and economic future
Provide opportunity for interaction, observation and
integration of Port Dover's heritage throughout the jl'n
coivmiimily .-'fS?1
11M\ ide niiilli-si.-usiin.il iipi'K'rliiiiilic.s t>ir ,ic(i\ ilics ;iiul i»^
€'. enls •"3^:

Cities and towns are built o\er time. In the case of Port Dover, a turn of the century port has become a
major visitor destination. As the ttnvn developed, both 'feature buildings' and 'background' buildings have
givcii cliaractur to (lie ensemble of built form in the landscape. While buildings vary, repeating similar and
recognizable elenwnls, such as signage, lighting and building form, gives a sense ofcohesiveness. It would
be wrong lo superimpose a 'style' or 'periotl' requirement on the specific
districts; therefore a list of key desigii principles can be followed.
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Coiistraint.s in Colieaiveiiess:
Lack ot'recogni/able, similar and repeating features

• Poor transition of districts
Little repetition of distinct and aesthetically pleasing materials

In order to achieve a cohesive town plan the design must:
Employ a list of key design principles
Repeat distinct, recognizable and similar elements such as
lighting, street tumiture, vegetiitioii type, bollards, tree grates,
street signs, decorative paving, and building form

• tincourage and enliance the pedestrian experience by installing
decorative materials, street trees, amenity spaces that
corresponds to the character of each district
Develop a lietwork of landmarks that relate back to the
character and theme of Port Dover's naiitical
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PERSPECTIVE TWO
t'nsliil Hcuch li.i^ a ••iiililiir stun. ID I'ort Dii^cr. li iK'iiiin as a collage and sen-ici; area related to an amusement park and
hccaine one ol < inliiriti's iniisl jiopular n;itcrli'i>iil utiractions. The steady decline of patrons brought many challeiigcs to
C'rysi.il Ik'ai.'h. In urilcr tii rciinigorati; ltie;iiv;> older areas are being repaired aiid converted to >'ear-(ound use, and major
residential dfM-lopinrtif. .ire liiliiig pluce. 'riiey crcatetl a neighbourhood group in order to address all the ideas of the
coinniiiiiity. I lir lirhl tiidur yt' I'lf-incss in this town was to address the parking issue and to create an enjoyable streetscape.
Port Dover has siinilar issiies in terms of Parking and the vvaterfront and let this be a guide to dealing with these issiies.
(www.town.forterie.ca)
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In a liigtoric town it is important to preseivc and stregthen the existiiig cliaracter traits.
Port Dover is a tawii rooted in history and subsequently many of the residents requested : ~.
that designs reflect and respect this nautical hertiaye,

Case Study: fotli<irville, Tenncsseu, USA

There were maiiy tilings that tliis town was caiicurnud will): risk ofluosiiig (lie liistoric chaim aiul quaint "neighbourhoixl feel"
of a town if there was developnient in (lie area, file loss of local business in favour of larger stores outsitte ol' (lie area. and also
(lie collaboration from all leaders in the town. The liiternational Rovvntowii Association helped to prepare a docuineiit outlining
the priiiciples to respect during redcvclopmeiit. The goal oftlie orgiinizution was to "facilitate the development of liigli quality,
appropriate, new and rehab developement to support the historic towii square." This case study can provide (lie town with a way of
integrating the various community and government groups, (www.mainstreetcollierville.org)
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PERSPECTIVE ONE
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One of Port Dover's assets is its unparalleled vvati-'rways. Most rcsidcnis described thai Port Dover is inextricably
tied to the watertront and tlierefore an aesthetic improvement is needed.

Case Study: Port of Bcllinghum, Washington, L'SA

In the Port ofBcllinghuiii a working group was created to assess anil plan for the future of the vvatertront.
They created a vision, plan and policies in order to address the under utilized space. The city center waterfront
called for (lie creation of a niixed- use iieiglibourhood that combined coinmercial. institutional, educational,
retail services and residential uses, and that would provide new job opjwrtunities and a substantial amount of
urban liou.sing. li was a neighbourliood th.it would complement the existing business district. Let their goals an
objectives stand as a precedent tor Port Dover, (vvivw.ponofbullingliam.com)
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Community Planning and Design
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Begional& local Maps
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Fan—nrlBBaCT
The Town of Port Dover, at one time recognized as the largest
inland Port in the world, is a town which is teeming with unique
irtdustrial,commercial ^nd social legacy. But the trends of urban
development [sprawl] and comfortable retired living have
manifested themselves in Port Dover, as a resultof the pleasant
amenities associated with this quaint port town.

CBumnnltM Inwhmmwit and Concern
Many residents have voiced concerns regarding the sustainability
of both the town's resources and also its sense of identity.
The recently formed Port Dover Enhancement Association is
comprised of citizens who are interested in realistfrally retaining
an element of the town's past, while creating a vision far the
inevitable growth of the town which is functional, resilient and
attractive on the regional scale. Through the results of a survey
conducted by the Association, it is clear that Port Doverites share
a common interest in projecting an image which is richly historic
yet progressive. Such major Issues as clear town approaches,
harbourfront revitalizatlon / marine heritage preservation,
green space access, recreational spaces and overall wafk-ability
have been identified by the Association. These concerns have
provided the base material for an agenda of change which is
both interactive and diverse.

University nfGielph
As an Initial catalyst towards this change, the Association has
been working in cooperation with Landscape Architecture
students at the University of Guelph who have been summopRri
as community planners and designers to develop specific
strategies and plans for Port Dover which most accurately reflect
the desires of the people. This process has been facilitated by the
Association and has included everything from initial town tours
and analysis,to a community design charrette,to interviews with
citizens, ultimately culminating in the development of multiple
community design panels.
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Case Study
Halprin's Main Street Mail

/

A
Concept
& Vision Statements

*;•

BtetwvBfFBdestrianNaU:
Hatprin's Main Street Mali is located in the heart of historic Ch^r
tottesville Virginia. UnfortunatRly, the popularity of this pedes-
trian malt witnessed a steep decline in the 1960's due to the
development of shopping centres and malls on the outskirts of
Charlottesville. Furthering ttiis trend, the completion of an inter-
state highway allowed through traffic to bypass ths city and de
creased downtown traffic followed,

Srtmians and Changes:
*-
I-

i«*

I-^.

CT

iS

These Issues in combination with those atsociated with the aging
and detcrwatton of the pedestrian mail infrastructure, mainly
the brick paving Itself, resulted In the need to re-deagn this pe-
dertrianthoroughfare.The proponents of this mails re-design re-
alized that In order forthis p«icttrian space to tuccced. it would
have to be both diuine in function *nd dirtclly responuw to
coinmunity needs.

Rroulfc
Spectficatfy, prograinmino changes fncluding the additkin of a
moyie thtatre, inirt»i«d outdoor eating space, a new hotel, and
*n indoor ice rink have helped itxrBaui the pedwuun use from
a Friday and Saturday nigro hang-oul to * dntiMtion during any
time of the day. Attention was *t»o drawn to the side »tr»eU and
entuncn to the ptdulrian mal) »> (ommunliy memberi •nd
vniun often found it difficult to find the tn(r«nce to the tlmet,

A> • null of th* changes made, site uien will ftnd »sp*c* with
vrylng Mpeiitncu that lange from Hint p»rfotm»nce» to
outdoof dining. »tl undw an urtun ctnupy of ptdnlruin icaltd
lightina, un«tut slore (*c«det <nd nutuw itrnt uett. Tht ew-
kiticxi d thu »pa<» hw mroigixtted Halprin's Miin Strw Mall
u • unque pioplt »pu:e. »nd h» nuinfined one of the few
uccnsful pedwtrian malli «cri»> Nonh *mt»ka
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concent: "CONFIUENCE"
Confkrence (def); any running together of separate streams orcurrents; the act o?Jnieetmg and crowding-in a place; hence, a
crowd, a concourse, or assemblage.

Concept BBNBlopment:
We envision a Port Dover that is inspired by a Confluence of site,
people and design.

IS A confluence Is formed at the heart of Port Dover
where th* Black Creek an^ lynn (U(«t meet. This riwr district ha»
the potential to form a urifqye fbmhoreway that brings people
together. ^

USlOn; Wt uwlslon a Port Dover with a reinvlgorated towffl
core including th* m»in itraet, th» beach district and rtn riwr
foresho(«way.

A confluence of both concerned citiltns »nd
University of Guclph tand&capc architecture ttudffnls has formed
to help direct Port Dinw't futun. Furthennor*. Port Oovw n
made up of an assemblage of demognphict to conaKter includ-
in9 tourist* and locals, retired and youth, as well at busineu »nd
teiiure focuitd individuilt.

VISfOH! We envilion a Port Dowr diverse in periorul expeflenc-
w, •ciwlliw and job opporluniljn.

flrully; * confluence of planning ttni»g<»»
wWi at thtt point in tlffw. A mownwnl <way frofn *n outwartlh^
built, tutomobll* focuttd ilrnegy to lh» •Kvw Uib*nhf phi-
towphin of r»-urtuni2<lion, (e-kxiliiation with < focus on the
ptde»lri*n will be nlrodiKtd.

WtlOII: W< emiuon * Port Dovw ttut i» connecttd. compKt,
walkaUlt »nd of miwd-ux.
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•:,>..An overall improvement in the quality of green-»p»c< * '
and parks in Port Dover. **
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^ '•f-The Development of a more cohesive feeling and
town theme.

^ . .1&^, stt

Alternative to present municipal government
strticture. Currently, residents don't feel as though
their voice.s are beiiiy heard.

3,
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VEGETATED CORRIDORA harbour re-design that enhances jobs and tourism
while inaintaining parking.
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^•^.^?•1. 1'he creation of a pedestrian street along the existing
main street. Although the main street has not been
developed as a pedestrian only street a pedestrtafl
promenade has been created near the river.
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2. Thp addition of dingy docks/tempora
the inoer harbour.

The creation of a pavilion or gazebo
harbourfront and beach area.

3.

4. The use of the 20 foor severance along the
create a pedestrian riverwalk now
plant is no longer operating. A.;
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ItoVrihciples
»/pod4|ovfrs new urhanism guidelines

"Confluence" Guidelines

^| T^iFee overarching design principles have been developed that can be looked to as sources of
,r<^iewal for the town of Port Dover. A focus has been placed on principles that can enhance the

foreshoreway and that can also be applied to the town at large. They are principles that keep
lind the "quadruple bottom line" ofsustainabilitythat includes environmental, social, cultural, and

economic factors. The three principles include;

Acc«s»: a mix of both built and natural access to the river should be provided. Physical and visual
( £C5s should also be promoted along this walkable and continuous pedestrian area.

i) Boflrt ACCM»: boat access shoiild be promoted in the form of accessible dirtgy docks as vwll as a public
river boat launch.

c) Gfcn/Open Spaca Access: nearby public green space? should be promoted in the form of pocket
parks, continuous open spaces, public squares and natural riparian edges. Open and green space shoukl
be in dose proximity to where people work and live and be of a diverse nature from quaint and private
toenergizing and crowded.

d) Accass to the Core: the river promenadp, beach district and main street should see enhanced
connections developed. Access of central amenities in the heart of town should by accessible by a
variety of means of transportation,

•) Acnts to Parking: a provision of 9% of the overall surface should be recommended for park-
ing. Parking should not impede pedestrian flow and safety and should be context sensitive and
beautified.

should be the principle of main importance throughout accessibility. For in-
creation of a pedestrian bridge along the river or the enharrcement of pedestrian

existing highway 6 bridge should be developed.

a) MIxad-Uf Divrsity: the majority of new developments and proposed infill should
lixed-use in nature. For example, In built-up areas, commercia) on the main floor
residential on the upper floors should be the model used with a 4 storey limit.

Shops, offices/ apartments and homes should be mixed to enhance a diversity of ages,
peoples. Incomes and cultures.

b) li(((d«Con»hl«mtion»: fa;ades and fa(ade renewals shoukl be context focused,
and fl^.high and continuous quality.

( »c| Bulk Chanctw! A broad range of typological styles should be used where ap-
^^ <Ct»-^^y<>(^(4U1. A focus Oft heritage, modern and nautical typologies shoukl be used to

fy thc^architectural tense and enhance the 'sense of place.'

Seating, stgnage, gateways and lighting should b^ pedes-
trian hicytl)! <ite ^piitlve, and irf ahjgh design quality. The use of street trees,

^plaiitm'»n<Vi»nal^ bntets should tbo be coruidend.
'\\ ^
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Bluer Foreshora
This perspective (left) stiows the view north along the Lynn River and
proposed pedestrian promenade. In the middle of the picture is a traffic
circle and circular pedestrian water access. Further along the promenade
you can see the Misner Market and the second central node.

Each SE?ctlon/elevation below depicts a different area of the river foreshore
district. Section a-b depicts the buildings typology proposed across from
the MJsner Market. Section c-d depicts a submerged boat structure with
raised seating on one side and a boardwalk on the other.Section e-f depicts
a traffic circle along the pedestrian promenade as well as pedestrian water
access.

Perspective 2
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eamblBBe-dBNBlBomeni
This perspective (right) shows the propospcf Gamble property re-development
including a residential community and other areas surrounded by green space,
The left hand side of this irnage depicts the tliree dimensional building form
while the right side is dominated by parkland.

The bottom right hand corner of this panel depicts thf* final perspective. This
depicts d close up viewofthecenterofGamble'sPark.ThR"ches5-boat"sculpture
Is siirrounded by trees and open turf with the propo-ied re-development in
the background.
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"the bonds or slue between members
of a community or society. .."
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designing for a cohesive whole
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^CONCEPT STATEMENT
Water connects people. It is the one element that brings
us all together and is an integral part of our lives. Whether
it is in the form of gas, liquid, or solid, it is an element
that sustains all forms of life and is a key ingredient to its
process. This connecting force can serve as a source of
food, energy, and transportation. We often do not realize
the many benefits that water can provide in the landscape
and sometimes take its opportunities for granted. One of
the many opportunistic properties that water expresses is
that of cohesion. Cohesion is the bonding nature of water.

As water molecules are attracted to each other, so is people's
attraction to water in the landscape. The town of Port Dover
1s fortunate to have this element within its landscape. Al-
though this elementis prevalent its possibilities havenot been
maximized but have the potential to be enhanced. In re-
sponse to the voiced needs of the community, water wilt be
incorporated and become a cohesive force that will allow
Port Dover to enhance its identity, heritage and culture.

^CONTEXT
Port Dover is located in the south
end of Norfolk County on the
north shore of Lake Erie. It is a
lakeside commumty with a rich
history of fishing and seafaring
which has historically been the
main industry. Over the years,
tourism has become the main
component in Port Dover, with
the beach, the canal and Silver
Lake being main attractions.
Rapid housing development In
recent years has occurred in the
form of sprawl, inching Port Do-
ver closer to surrounding centres
while fragmenting the commu-
nity and downtown. One promi-
nent feature that characterizes
Port Dover is water. This distinc-
tive feature in the town is what
makes it unique and attracts
people from across Ontario.

Context Map

^

^., Objectives 1..

'"•• 4 ./,W3
y:

f.1^ /»•T;; S-\L-^ :^'€"^":•.<;•.».. 'hij.^-:'-f''y'"'^^"(
Driving Distances
London: 116km | 1h 30min
Simcoe: 13,4 km I 14 min
Kitchener: 103km! 1h38m1n
Guelph: 111 km I 1h 37 min
Brantford: 55.4 km I 58 mln
Toronto: 135 km I 1h 39 min
Hamilton: 62.1 km I 56 m)n
St. Catherines; 116 km I 1h 30min

Bond
"' Just (ike the flow of water, these elements will

produce a unified movement through the tov
'' Just (ike water In a whirlpool is the pr<

uct of meeting currents, these spaces will al-
low the community to come together in a dy-
namic fashion and interact with each other.
"Just (ike water as a source, these elements
will enhance the communit's heritage and re-
mind people of where their community began.

Splash
^Jtist like water supports through buoyancy, as

will these integral spaces to keep the town afloat.
'"'Just like the water flows in a continuous di-

rection, the community of Port Dover will flow
towaids the enjoyment of outdoor activities.

"'Just tike water moves In a surge-like direc-
tion combining energy from its source and tak-
ing in new energy, these elements will form
a unique identity for the town of Port Dover,

Ripple
'"' Just like water wilt spilt over in the form

of a waterfall, the effect of implementing
the precedent into our design will hopefut-
ly spill over to create an cohesive Port Dover.

^-:-^r:?w 
Pattpr^n<:*'

;^^. :€'

VISION

Port Dover will be a cohesive town that will allow the
community to connect with its surrounding environment,
heritage, Identity and culture. It will enable users to appre-
date and value its unique characteristic: water. Through the
implementation oftWs design, water will be used to connect
the community as a whole and allow users to understand and
appreciate the importance of this element. As a result of this
design, the town will strengthen existing bonds, create a re-
•freshing splash and in turn will ripple beyond the town limits.

Bond
To connect people with each other, their identity, their
heritage, their environment, their culture and their
experience through the enhancement of cohesive bonds.
Splash
To revive people's experiences with Port
Dover's water edges.
Ripple
To affect the community hotistfcally within and beyond
the water's edges and the town's limits.
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LUNENBORG,

NOVA SCOTIA
CASE STUDY
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The town of Lunenbury, N<wa Scotfa was
formally established In 1753 as the first Brit-
ish settlement after Halifax. Today the town's
qiiaint cluracter and maritime ciilture has
been preserved as < UNESCO World Hen-
taye Site and welcomes vtsltars all year round.

The uiifque personality of Ltinenburg Is fwind in
tlie spatldt linkages with tiw ocean atul the close-
ness with water. Ufe silfl goes on here much as
ir die! in (lie 1700s with a thriving harbuur and a
vibrant city llfestyle, The busy docks are hilly ac
cesslble to the public and people can come to
see the catches of the day and the boats ;it v/ork,
At the same time, restatirants, shops arid event
areas ars incorporated Into the harbor mesli-
fliy tl  needs of citizeds qnd fishermfiii ahke,
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BEACH
The beach will be further enhanced to benefit the community needs. As one enters the beach, a round-
about, with a water feature will be found. Another entrance wilt be defined as people enter the board-
walk through large aichways. The boardwalk will be made of wood and will link all focus areas. It
will have unified tight fixtures, benches, garbage receptacles and shade structures. This space will fea-
ture a shower area and an enhanced picnic area that wilt have bbq's, picnic tables and a playground.
Seating will be placed on certain areas jutting out from the boardwalk. A floating pavilion will be
found on the east side of the beach and will be a space for outdoor entertainment and cultural events
along the water. It will be connected through a small floating boardwalk and will have light fixtures
draped around the edges. There wilt also be opportunities for vendors to sell unique gifts and items.
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The naiirlcaffeetinqts carried throiicfhootthetown
itself. Wooden fisti sliantics and red brick homes
create texture layers in ttieofd town with surprise:-;
afound every corner. Tlie organfc urban fabric witli
ic? narrow streets wid conipitct lots inlxes rRsidpn-
Eto! neighborhoods, the workiiici liarbor tind civic
space into one cohesive wliole, All .-ispccts of tlw
town responi) to th& or-esn ftnd respect lihtt Ider^
tity of the water landscape. With responsible plaii-
ttinci,Port Dover could followLiitie[il3<irg's example
In emphasizing thejr iinjqiie lifstory iind cotinect
Its citizens with the water that surrounds them,
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FLUIDITY
"keeps the community moving and/(owing"
Through the programming of traits, boardwalks, gateways, bike
paths and roads, Port Dover will flow together witli iiniformity.
The enhaiKement of these elements will create distinct Iflnk-
ages and allow far gieater connectivity and movement with-
in the town which will provide cohesive flow between users.
WHIRLPOOL
"provides activity for the community within open spaces"
Through the addition of several open spaces, parks, play-
grounds and viewing decks, opportunities for users to con-
gregate are encouraged. Through the programming of these
spaces, people will once again be connected to each other
and the water.
, BUOYANCY
"keeps the community aftoat"
Through the intensification of resident.ial, commercial and
parking space the town will be able to foster a greater sense
of community. The aesthetics o( the spaces will be enhanced
through colours, planting, architectural design and structural
elements.

,., SOURCE
.^ ^ "where the cofflf7iunity began-the starting point"
>,fBi port Dovpr's history and origins are what make it a unique

town. Through structural elements, heritage parks, and m-
terpret've wynsQe, the importance of cultural identity within

t the town will lie highlighted. These elemciits wilt reconnect
citlzem and flsitnrs to the many stories of Port Dover. The
pnst will becuinr .1 part of who this town »u,ll become.
CURRENT
"entwKes conmiiinityuctlvity into the right Direction"
By CK-at'.ngspacn. siifl) ns the skating rinK. walking/cross-
countiv trails, piXKilc tioAit/wnrer sports. usefi will be en-
cowi^eil to miCTJd with w;rter through physical activity.
Elements wch a» these will crx.ouiage pec.ole of -ill ages ^
withi" the comtTliinity to attivcty cnjov (rw> otitdoo'i "irough
all seawrr,.

^ WAVE
"a surge of identity nna octivifv that will iplosft Ihroiiyli the
community"
The devclopm<?t)t (if iww ipai'<", tiirh n a tlOAtiog DMrt'et,
tp<<u>' wd. tisn mArl«?l. t.txnmitnitr f3<<"l<'n. outdoor u»v
and povilioii will cninbittp (hp p»w and the pinnn tn c.vr-
ate a new irieiitity for ihe cittiens add 'outists ot Pon Dover.
This »»)11 (tcatf -w eiihAiicpmriii of coinmui'iiiy inlesi'<t'"fi
and rutAxv ipaif
.WATERFALL
"prprpjpiil that will fpill ovpr 111(0 Itie conimu'iily"
Us'nij reitain element' (rom pflf ptpcpdcnt^ ^ycn as Lunen-
txirs. N"v<< ^c&na >M' will \eMii tii.x'n siictn'.fut walerfront of
compwsWf sap ai><1 scope. C(iUii) sui.ces'.fut elements will
be implfineiitec! "iso our design to further enliance ttw tfivi-
roninciit axd cutturat hwiiay o< Po»t Dowt.

CANAL REDEVELOPMENT
The canal will be enhanced through boardwalks and extended dock
areas for pedestrian use. Old industrial buildings wilt be renovated in
order to match the historical palette of Port Dover. A fish market and
floating market will be introduced. Fishermen from all over Ontario
will be able to sell their goods from their boats, docks being provided
for the fishermen. The farmer's market is suggested to move to the
Misnei building in order to be in closer proximity to the downtown
area. These will highlight the town's heritage and encourage the sale
of local goods. There will also be a multi-use space that reflects the
"summer garden" of the past. It will be used as a communal meeting
place, restaurant with patios/cafes, and a dance hall. It also includes
a docking area for the cross canal ferry service. In addition, the exten-
sion of the Museum is to be provided in order to further the develop-
ment of Port. Dover's historical heritage base. A community garden will
be created for all citizens of Port Dover. This will enhance interaction
between all age groups. An art centre will also be designed within this
community garden in order to introduce season-tong creative activities.

MAID OF THE MIST PARK
This space will be built as a node to continue the connection between the trails through Port Do-
ver. It is a multi-iise and multi-season space: walking paths will be transformed into a temperature
controlled skating path in the winter time and a splash pad for summer use. Slgnage throughout
the park will highlight the site's history in regards to the Maid of the Mist. A passageway will be
created to tunnel through the bridge in order to provide a more efficient connection along the
canal. A functional stairway system and crosswalk for crossing the highway will be implemented.
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GAMBLE PROPERTY
The area of the former Gamble's sWpyard will provide succeisful mi
amen'tws while improving the goal of infill development. The henuqc park will ^]
be a showcase of the past uiage ol the site It will feature pieces of the olrt 4hip»
tnat were orKpnuilt on site assi-ulptijiAl (eatum lor wciallntwaction. NaturatF
vegelfllion sh'ill also be maiiitained m tfw p<<rx space. Developmenf of B reat-
deiilial and commernal romplex ihall be three to four stories hfgh
St. and adfacent to the »valer. The midfntial area shall face the street white'
niitdoui calCT will (ace the water 011 the giound level. attractiiig tioth rnxlents
diid visitors alike. Residential development shall be of cotortiil and traditional-,^
arcnitpfltirat itylf on eitlwr si<lp of Lyiin St, Thp boardt^atk will fon'wct with .'
the pioposed I'K'twnik aloni; the wMef. whilp a water fp<tturc, Mfpped down
swlini}. arid benchm will cieiKo d fivic spacp for peuplp near the water's edge
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COHESION
designing for a cohesive whole
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port dover, Ontario
SITE FURNISHINGS
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Light Posts

Solar powered
hydrosphere
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Benches

Flower Boxes
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.TOWN WATER TRAIL
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WATER TRAIL
The water trail will link alt the existing pub-
lie parks in Port Dover. It will also be linked to
the Lynn valley trail. The trail will be marked
through extensive signage and art installments
created by the high school students. Blue and
orange cloth flags located along this trail will
provide way finding and colour throughout the
town. The water trail can be used by cyclists
and pedestrians. It will enhance the connec-
tivity of the town and will bring water into
the community. Water features will be found
throughout the public parks providing a greater
cohesion of people in the community with wa-
ter. This trail will ripple through the town and
possibly into other towns nearby. Streetscape
revitalization through traffic calming tech-
niques and coordinated site furniture will be
linked to the waterfront in a cohesive manner.

Banners
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Street Art
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CROSS COUNTRY SKIING

OBSERVATION DOCK, SILVER LAKE
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tSILVER LAKE PARK
This |iaik will be enhanced ill order to ci'Rate a more enjoyable
and communal experience. It will be the perfect place for people
of the community to interact with nature and will provide a ref-
uge fiom the built environment. Forest traits placed throughoiit
the park will create opportunities for hiking, walking and cross
couiitry skiing. Interpretive signage can be found throughout
the trails explaining characteristics of different native species.
Boardwalks in the water as well as paddle boat and kayak rent-
als will enhance the community's interaction with water through ^-tf'
physical activity. A picnic, area will be found on the forested side
of- the lake and will provide opportunities for family gatherings. A
pavilion will be found on the west side of the lake and will create
opportunities for comiiuinity events on the water. The dock into
the water acts as an outdooi stage for events such as theatres
or bands. This space can also be used for movies in the park.
Suggested dredging of the lake will provide for more interactioil
with the water. Open views will be maintained throughout the
park and iiative vegetation suggested as planting around lake.
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^PIER
a'<'^"he pier wilt become an enhanced

promenade that will feature medi-
an planters, rope fencing, seating,
light fixtures with cloth flags and
historical plaques. The historical
plaques will provide information
about the heritage of Port Dover
and will be placed from the be-
ginning of the pier through to the
lighthouse creating a journey for
the users. Seating will be tocat-
ed along the pier for users to en-
joy the opportunistic viewpoints.
A fish and bait tackle store will be
found near the lighthouse. Floating
hydrospheres will be found on the
water and will light up at night cre-
ating uniformity through the town.

HARBOR

The working harbour and the adjacent recreational marina shall be recognized as a cohesive whole. They will be recognized as the Westand East port. There will be the creation of a dense fishing village centered around the historic buildings of the old harbour. The shore linewill he pulled outwards as to allow the viewing of ships from the pier. The working harbour will be open for pedestrians and will provideopportunities for viewing of harbour activities. The working harbour will be centered around the new extended "break wall" and will becut off from public vehicular traffic. Acentral port building in the shape of a ship witl act as the hub of the whole harbour. A main restaurant,event space and offices will befound in-this fac-iULy. Possible suggested mixed-use village amenities include: cafes, restaurants, stores forrecrea'Jon boats, hostels and residential units. The possible working harboaramenltfes include: stock-up stores, fish refinery/canning fac-lory. offices for fishing companies. Ttie narboiir js accessible from the rest of the town via the existing road, suggested boardwalk and cross.. ^^4s,j..SI.Ar|ca«*< aoating service wjitor trail or by the cross-canal boat service. Floating hydrospheie can alio b? •ivfw from the harbour In the water. .*»••' '''@'^?' toiiiiiu
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COHESION
a plan for infrastructure redevelopment ,
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